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Organisation of Teaching Groups

Subject groupings in school are created in response to requests from each Subject Leader.  As a result of the very varied nature of each subject, the structure of the groupings ranges from very strict setting in all years in Mathematics and English to those subjects which prefer the full range of ability in all years.

All sets in Mathematics are in attainment rank order except the 2 sets on either side of the timetable divide are parallel, in Years 7, 8 and 9.

English have only this year changed from broad bands to strict setting.  All sets in English are in attainment rank order except the 2 sets on either side of the timetable divide in Years 7, 8 and 9.  Also when ‘all girl’ groups and ‘all boy’ groups occur these are parallel sets.

Year 8
-
Set 2b – all male


· Sets 2c and 2d – all female

Year 10
-
Set 2b  - all female

· Set 2c – all male

Year 11
-
Set 1d – all female

· Sets 1e, 1f – all male

Science and French are setted in all years but with bands of parallel sets.  

Science in Years 7, 8 and 9.

Band 1 (1a, 1b, (1c)) – 2 classes of equal attainment (3 in Year 8).

Band 2  (2a, 2b) – 2 classes of equal attainment.

Band 3 (3a, 3b) – 2 classes of equal attainment.

Band 4 (4a, 4b)  - 2 classes in attainment rank order.

Science – Years 10 & 11

· 2 separate science groups of equal attainment.

· 6 dual award groups in attainment rank order.

· 1 single award group (2 in Year 10).

French in Years 7, 8 and 9

Band 1 (1a, 1b) – 2 classes of equal attainment.

Band 2 (2a, 2b) – 2 classes of equal attainment.

Band 3 (3a, 3b, 3c) – 3 classes of equal attainment. (Year 8 4 classes)

Band 4 (4a) – 1 class of equal attainment. 

French Years 10 and 11

Band 1 – 2 classes of equal attainment.

Band 2 – 1 class of equal attainment.

Band 3 – 1 class (Year 10)

                2 classes of equal attainment in Year 11

In Years 7 and 8 the following subjects are taught in mixed ability form groupings (7 in Year 7, 8 in Year 8).

Geography, History, RE, Drama, Music, PSHCE (Year 7)

In Years 7, 8 and 9 the following subjects are taught in mixed ability ‘DT’ groups (smaller groups for practical lessons) (Year 7-9 groups, Year 8-10 groups)

Art, IT, DT, FT

Music is taught in form groups in Years 7 and 8 and smaller DT groups in Year 9.

Drama is an option in Year 9.

Religious Education, Geography and History are taught in form groupings with the full ability range in Years 7 and 8.  In Year 9 we have 8 groups:- 4 “top” groups each with a range of the top 80% of the ability range  plus 4 “bottom” groups each with a range of the bottom 80% of ability range.  This creates a wide range of ability but without the 2 extremes of ability together.  We first trialled this 3 years ago and it has been very successful.

In Years 10 and 11 Religious Education is taught in 8 groups in attainment rank order.  (2 bands – 4 in each band).  In Years10 and 11 Geography and History are taught in mixed ability groups (in the options).

Years 10 and 11 option groupings are mixed ability.

The subjects taught in the option groupings in Years 10 and 11 are:

Geography, History, DT (RM, EP, GP), FT, IT, Business Studies, Drama, Sports Science, Spanish and German (as a second language), Music, Art, Leisure and Tourism.

Years 12 and 13 AS and A2 groups are mixed ability, except for Year 13 Mathematics.
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