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	Rationale

	
	Our educational provision seeks to develop, recognise and affirm the divine gift of human sexuality as an integral and unique dimension of each human being.  It seeks to imbue responsibility towards self and others in loving relationships and to foster mutual respect, tolerance and self-esteem.

	
	

	
	Purposes  

	
	To provide a philosophical framework for all matters relating to human sexuality based on the ethos and faith of the school.

	
	

	
	To develop, recognise and affirm the unique gift of human sexuality which is an integral part of human nature

	
	

	
	To provide a comprehensive curricular experience imparting knowledge and understanding as appropriate in any lesson in keeping with students’ personal development.               

	
	

	
	To provide access to pastoral care and personal support for students and staff in an environment based on trust, confidentiality and mutual respect.

	
	To enable students to develop and exercise their skills of recognition and discernment in relation to prevailing cultural values and, in particular, media representations.

	
	To show that Catholic Teaching on sexuality is not a series of prohibitions but is life-giving and life-enhancing.  Furthermore in marriage sexuality is the gift of total intimacy between two people in a context of commitment and love.


GUIDELINES

1. Parents are the primary educators of their children and can work with teachers to ensure that sex education is carried out with accuracy and respect, in keeping with the moral teaching of the Church and thereby promoting the positive Catholic vision of sexual relationships.

2. There should be co-operation and co-ordination between the primary and secondary phases involved, so that students’ prior knowledge, skills, and understanding regarding Human Sexuality serve as the basis upon which such matters will be progressed further in St Nicholas.

3. There will be a summary outline of the curriculum content at each key stage. 

4. Appropriate and sufficient teaching materials will be provided relevant to the pupils’ ability and development.

5. External agencies may be called upon to provide expert guidance/pastoral support in various aspects of sex education.

6. Staff development needs regarding the Church’s teachings on issues of human sexuality will be met in order to furnish all colleagues with an effective foundation for future teaching.

7. Sympathetic and informed pastoral advice will be available to individual students on request.  He/she will be able to discuss and seek support regarding his/her concerns with the Chaplain and/or any member of staff of his/her choosing.

8. Parents will be able to discuss any issues and seek support with the Chaplain and/or any member of staff of their choosing.

9. Pastoral support must be available for all staff dealing with issues of sexuality within school.  A staff support group, including the Chaplain, should be established with its members widely known.  Colleagues should feel able to freely discuss issues of sexuality with a chosen member of the team, sharing concerns in a professional context.

10. There will be monitoring/review/evaluation of the policy and its implementation in school at governor/teacher/parent levels.

.

APPENDIX I

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF MATERIAL

· There must be differentiated material accessible to all pupils depending on their ability level.

· Material must be informative, providing Catholic beliefs and perspectives and recognising that other parts of society have different beliefs. The material needs to engage with contemporary culture, eg media/peer culture.  

· The material must be up to date.

· Joint planning between Science, RE, English and PSE should take place in order to allow for complementary work.

· The material should be varied to allow for a range of teaching styles to be adopted.

· The material must avoid promotion of stereotypical ideas.

· Where possible “in-house” material should be produced and developed by our staff, designed specifically for our pupils.

APPENDIX II

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF EXTERNAL AGENCIES

Catholic Children’s Society

St Paul’s House, Farm Field Drive, Birkenhead - Tel: 0151-652-1281

Catholic Aids Link

CAL, P O Box 201, Winchester – Tel: 0171-485-7298

Child Protection

Ms Pauline Butterfield, Curial Offices, Birkenhead– 

Tel: 0151-652-9855

Samaritans

No 1 Manchester Road,  Northwich, CW9 5LY – Tel 01606-43211

Child Line

Freephone 0800 1111

Marriage Care

South and Mid Cheshire – Tel: 01270-623535

Life

Natco Chambers, 70-74 Princes Street, Stockport – Tel: 0161-480-9045

National Hotline – Tel: 01926-311511

44b Chester Road, East Shotton, Deeside – Tel: 01244-821082999
APPENDIX III - CONFIDENTIALITY

1. A climate of trust and respect for confidentiality is absolutely essential in order for the purposes of this policy to be achieved.  The school will strive to foster such a climate in order to facilitate student communication.

2. Where a disclosure is made to a member of staff by a student  confidentiality will be maintained as far as possible.  An inability to hold a confidence must be seen in the context of the legal rights and ultimate safety of the child.  Additionally, the professional, legal and moral obligations of teachers must be respected when issues of confidentiality occur.  The professional opinion of the member of staff concerned will ultimately guide any such disclosures.

3. The student will be advised by staff if it is felt that the confidence cannot be held as requested.  

4. Confidential pastoral support will be available for all staff dealing with issues of sexuality within the school through the Chaplain and the designated team.

5. Confidential pastoral support will be available for parents/carers, from the Chaplain and other agencies where appropriate.
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APPENDIX V  :  LEGISLATION

Education Act 1996 : 403-406 sets out the duties of the LEA in relation to Sex Education.

A summary of the content and organisation of sex education is required in the Prospectus.  The school has a statutory obligation to teach sex education.  (Education Act 1996).

Under s352(3) of the 1996 Act sex education includes education about AIDS*, HIV* and other sexually transmitted diseases*.  What else is included is not defined.  From September 1994 material on * and non-biological aspects of human sexual behaviour were removed from the National Curriculum in Science.

Secondary schools are obliged to teach these topics in such a way that parents can, if they wish, withdraw their children from those parts of the curriculum.

Withdrawal of Pupils

Parents may withdraw a pupil from all or any part of the sex education provided (s405 1996 Act) with certain exceptions, pupils may not be withdrawn from the subjects of the National Curriculum.

Homosexuality

LEAs are prevented from intentionally promoting homosexuality and from promoting the teaching in any maintained school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship.  (Local Government Act 1988).

DFE Circ 5/94, offers guidance on the aims of sex education.

Guidance

The teaching of issues relating to sex education in different areas of the curriculum; it is inevitable, especially in secondary schools, that such issues will emerge from time to time during other lessons.  Circular 5/94 stated that provided such discussion is limited and set within the context of the other subject, it will not necessarily constitute part of a programme of sex education for the purposes of the provisions of s.352 of the 1996 Act.  In such cases, particularly where they involve pupils whose parents have withdrawn them from sex education, teachers will need to balance the need to give proper attention to relevant issues with the need to respect pupils’ and parents’ views and sensitivities.

If individual pupils raise explicit issues in class, the Circular suggests that it may be appropriate to respond individually to the child’s question outside the class and that it is unlikely to be appropriate to answer the question before the whole class.  The Circular suggests that, before the teacher speaks to the child, such questions should normally be drawn to the attention of the child’s parents, but the circular recognises that this is not always possible or appropriate.  It may be wise for the teacher to ensure that a colleague is present during discussions of explicit matters with individual children.

The circular specifically mentions the giving of contraceptive advice and concludes that the general rule must be that giving an individual pupil advice on such matters without parental knowledge or consent would be an inappropriate exercise of a teacher’s professional responsibilities.  Nevertheless, if a teacher believes that a pupil is at moral or physical risk or in breach of the law he or she should ensure that the pupil is aware of the implications and urged to seek appropriate advice.  The teacher should inform the Head who should arrange for the pupil to be counselled and, if he or she is under age, for the parents to be informed.

The particular circumstances of the case and the professional judgement of the school staff would determine whether or not specialist support services or the LEA should also be involved.
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APPENDIX VI

A Parent’s right to withdraw his/her child

Circular 5/94 indicated that parents have the right to withdraw their children from sex education, other than those elements required by the National Curriculum Science Order.  Prior to exercising this right Parents are asked to arrange a discussion with their son/daughter’s Head of Year in the first instance.  The school would wish to ensure that all students have the opportunity to participate in the education programme; if a student were to be withdrawn such an action may lead to unnecessary difficulties for the individual involved, not least that some members of the peer group may express a degree of curiosity regarding the action taken.

Following discussion with the Head of Year it may be appropriate to involve the Chaplain and/or Headteacher prior to a decision being made.

Partnership between the School and Home is critically important in these matters and the well-being of each individual student is of paramount importance.  This is why discussion of any concerns should precede any action being taken.
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APPENDIX VII

Parental Complaints

1. Complaints may need to be dealt with in different stages depending on how serious the matter is and whether there is a satisfactory outcome.  Many complaints can easily be resolved informally by discussion with a teacher or teachers at the school and so need go no further than stage 1.  If matters are not resolved, the complaint can go on up through the formal stages if desired.  A complaint should, however, always be dealt with at the earliest appropriate level.   Stages should not be missed out.

2.
Stage 1
Discussion with teachers and/or the School Chaplain.

3.
Stage 2
Appointment with the Headteacher to discuss the complaint and to provide an opportunity for a review of the situation.

4.
Stage 3
Meeting with the appropriate Governors’ Committee to review the way the school has dealt with the complaint and to reconsider the action decided.

5.
Stage 4
Representations to a Committee/Panel of Governors, formed for the purpose, the members of which were not involved in Stage 3.  (In the case of a curriculum issue the Panel would be drawn from the Governors’ Curriculum Committee).

NB  None of the foregoing prejudices the right of a parent to withdraw his/her son/daughter from sex education, other than those elements required by the National Curriculum Science Order.
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