ADMISSIONS POLICY

For Year Commencing September 2004

St Nicholas Catholic High School is situated in the Diocese of Shrewsbury and is maintained by Cheshire County Council Education Authority.  As a Voluntary Aided School, the Governing Body is the Admissions Authority and is responsible for taking decisions on applications for admissions.

For the schools year commencing September 2004, the Governing Body has set its planned admissions number at 198. 

ADMISSIONS TO THE SCHOOL will be made by the Governing Body in accordance with the stated order of parental preference, listed on the Cheshire County Council’s Transfer of Pupils Form, subject to the following set of ADMISSIONS CRITERIA forming a priority order where there are more applications for admission than the school has places available.

1. Baptised Catholic children from the partner primary schools, ie:


St Wilfrid’s, Hartford


St Bede’s, Weaverham


St Mary’s, Middlewich


St Joseph’s, Winsford


St Luke’s, Frodsham and



St Vincent’s, Knutsford

2. Children who have older siblings at the school at the time of the Governors’ Admission’s Panel meeting.

3. Baptised Catholic children from other Catholic Primary Schools.

4. Baptised Catholic children from non Catholic Primary Schools.

5. Non-Catholic children attending partner primary schools.

6. Non Catholic children whose parents wish them to attend and have a sympathy with the ethos of the school.

NOTES

a) Applications to this school will be by form only.

i) New Intake – applicants will be considered, by the Governors’ Admissions Committee, at the same time and after the closing date for admissions which is 16 January 2004.

ii) In Year Admissions – applicants will be considered as they arise by the Governors’ Admissions Committee taking note of the admissions number set for the relevant year group.

b) All Catholic applicants will be required to produce baptismal certificates with their application form.

c) If category (1) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy (1) and (2) will have priority over children who satisfy only (1).  Subsequently if in any category there are more applications than places available, priority will be given on the basis of those living nearest to the school measured by the shortest (safe) walking distance using public highways taking into account the availability of alternative Catholic Schools.

d) The Governing Body reserve the right to admit children with proven and exceptional medical and social needs where admission to the school might best help satisfy those exceptional needs, providing that such application is submitted with appropriate evidence or reports from a doctor or social worker.

e) If an application for admission has been turned down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel.  This appeal must be sent in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the school within 14 days of refusal.  The parents must give their reasons for appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors.

ADMISSIONS TO SIXTH FORM

All applicants will be considered on their merits subject to meeting the requirements as set out in the Sixth Form Prospectus.

First consideration will be given to those who attended St Nicholas or 

St Thomas More.

Consideration of all other applications will by the Governors Admissions Committee in the summer term.
