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November 2009
Dear Students and Parents

An Invitation to join the Sixth Form at St Nicholas Catholic High School

“St Nicholas Catholic High School is an outstanding school which serves the needs of all its
students both pastorally and academically” 2

This booklet is designed to help with the important decision-making that needs to be undertaken by all those
considering further and higher education. The following pages give details of the nature of the Sixth Form
and the various courses of study available.

“The care and support offered to students is very good”” *

May I first outline what we believe this school has to offer 16+ students, along with the expectations that
will be placed on those who choose to join our Sixth Form. The Sixth Form at St Nicholas School is a
community based on Catholic values and a mutual commitment, from the school and students, to the pursuit
of excellence. The Sixth Form, while being an integral part of the school, has its own special character and
function. Its primary purpose is to develop the particular talents that each individual has to offer, thereby
encouraging academic achievement in association with spiritual, moral and personal growth.

“Students feel valued, respected and supported” 2

The Sixth Form's continuing success is based on the vast experience and professional commitment of the
staff in the school. The pastoral system encourages a very positive, mature and co-operative relationship
with the students. Throughout your time in the Sixth Form, personal and subject tutors will work with you
to help you achieve your goals.

“Students enjoy a very broad range of extra clubs and activities” and are
“responsive, very well behaved, show care and concern for others and are fully involved
in the life of the school *

Students are given every opportunity to achieve maximum success in public examinations. A Level results
have been consistently outstanding and significantly above the national average. (A summary of recent
examination results and student destinations is included in the booklet). The vast majority of Upper Sixth
leavers go on to Universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. In fact our results for 2008 surpassed all
expectations and eclipsed all our previous records of students’ attainments. The results for 2009 have once
again been absolutely superb.

“In many subjects standards are outstanding” *

There are numerous opportunities for you to become involved in a variety of cultural, recreational, and
sporting activities, which support and enrich a dynamic and vibrant Sixth Form. Students are expected to
make a commitment to their Sixth Form, to take an active part in the life of the school, and to support the
Christian ethos of the school.

“Relationships between teachers and students are very positive” *

Further details regarding admission procedures can be found in this booklet or by contacting
Miss S McGlynn, Head of Sixth Form.

Yours sincerely

KEIRAN KELLY
Headteacher

! Ofsted Inspection October 2007
2 Diocesan Inspection October 2007
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St Nicholas Catholic Sixth Form

A message for prospective students

‘Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful
beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.

We ask ourselves: “Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?”’

Actually, who are you not to be?

You are a child of God. Your playing small doesn’t help the world. There is nothing
enlightened about shrinking so that others won’t feel insecure about you. We were born to
manifest the glory of God that is within us. It is not just in some of us, it is in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, we consciously give permission to others to do the same.
As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.’

Nelson Mandela

On behalf of the Sixth Form team, I would like to welcome your application to join the Sixth Form at St.
Nicholas. We are very proud of our thriving community and feel that this is an exciting place to be. As
recent inspections indicate, we have a lot to be proud of at St Nicholas, staff and students work hard
here, in order to achieve high academic and personal standards.

The transition between Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 is a significant one and is not to be taken lightly. I
would urge you to consider your options very carefully at this stage, and to take advice from parents,
teachers, career advisers and Sixth Form students as you do so. There is an ever increasing range of Post
16 opportunities; you need to fully understand what courses entail before you begin them. Now is the
time to ask questions, as you start to take independent steps towards your future. Think hard about what
you want for yourself, play to your strengths and keep your options as ‘wide open’ as possible.

You also need to be prepared to make a personal commitment to the school and the wider community.
All Sixth Form students at St Nicholas are expected to actively engage in service in order to support
other people. In addition, the Spiritual and Moral Education (SME) and Citizenship programmes are
integral aspects of your learning at St Nicholas and all students are expected to attend these additional
classes. Our aim here is to promote your spiritual and moral development, as well as your academic
development. In this way, we hope to help you reach your full potential.

Let your light shine!

We look forward to receiving your application.
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Sylvia McGlynn Lindsay Fothergill Daniel Martin
Head of Sixth Form Head of Y12 Head of Y13



